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'F PSALM 137. ver. 5, 6. 


447 1 forget thee, © Jeruſalem, Let my right hand forget her 
Joing- 
I I do not remember thee, Let my tongue cleave is the roof of my 


The words of the Text follows, 
1 | 1 prefer not Feruſalem above my chief joy, 


His Palm ſeems to have been penned by ſome of the Prieſts, 
or the Levitical Singers, in the time of the Babyloniſh Cap- 
tivity,it being their Office to fing Plalms,and Songs of praiſe 
unto God with the voice, and to play on Inſtruments of 

c, to his praiſe, as ye will ſee it, 1 Chroz. 25, and ſomething 

this of Singing, and uſing of Harps you have herein the 2, and 3. 
of this Plalm. - 4,4 i 

the firſt fix Verſes , you have an account, * of the condition and 
they, ari1 the people of God were in, at this time, and how 

4 vere affeRte | therewith z Where were they f in Babylon, and 

fivicy there: andas in the firſt verſe , Sitting by the rivers of Cal- 

Ivhere there were many, By the rivers of Babylon, there we ſat 
; and how are they affeRed? why, they weeped, and this grief 

lotſo much, for their own privat particular diſtreſs, as on the 
inc of the deſolation ofthe Church, and of the ruine of the State ; 
w, when they rewembred Zion, in the firſt verſe, and rewemwbred 

ew in-the'5, and 6 verſes, Yea, ſo much werethey*rtaken 
ith this, Thatwhen-they that had carried them away captives, 
td them to (ing the ſongs'which they uſed co ſingin their own 
(whether in mockage, or out of curiolity, Iſhall-not debate ) 
thoſe good perſons, could'not admit a thought of: joyful ſongs, 
lime, when Jer»ſalexs and AY was infuch diſtreſs :' They had 


ſuch 


» 
. 


2 
ſuch an abhorrence, at any thing like mirth at ſuch a time, that px 
ingenuouſly, and with great ſcriouſneſs profeſs, That ere they fog.! 
Fernuſalem with its diſtreſs, they would rather chuſe never to fing gh 
their Tongue, or play with their hand while they live, Let my t 
cleave to the roof of wy mouth , and my right Band forget her cunn 
Yeaſo much are cbey taken up with the welfare of Jeruſalem ar 
on, that, ifit did not fare well with Fernſalew, they valued'ne 
they rather with-ſuoh things touhemſclves, erecheytorgedher,uſs 
welfare they count above their chief joy; If 1 prefer not Jornys + 
above my chief joy, Theſe laſt words of verſe 6. which I have chi#y' 
for the ground of my following Exhortatwn, they deſcribe to 1 


diſpoſition-and temper of a raGBSGAtte Whats. thai? They 
fer the publick good, the weltate of Church and State, above ff 
own intereſt, 1f I prefer not Jernſalew above wy chief joy, 'Let mypin 
ver have kill or ability tofing or play any more. Wer 
Theſe words will be plain, if I ſhew you, .what.is-meant by | 
ſalem, and what by preferring Jeruſalew, to ourchietjoy. AnWWi 
ſhall we better underftand- what is meaned by Jernſalew, thanfple 
refle&tion on Pſalm 122, where there. is a deſcription of this W 
lexe, there is the Houſe of the Lord , verſes x, 9, ' The place wifs 
the Tribes go up, to the Teſtimony of 1ſrael,. verſe 4; It \ 
the place of the publick worſhip, FJer»/alew. is alſo the place, $5 
the thrones of Judgment are ſet, even the thrones of the-houſe of It * 
verſe 5, The {eat of publick Juſtice, Therefore, I may. well conſpt1 
That by Fer»/alem is meant here, both Churchand State, the GF#*r 
of God where is his Worſhip, and State wheze Juſticeis admin” 7 
this is it's meant hete by Jers/alem, if I prefer not; the. we 
Jeruſalem, i. e, Of the Church and State, above my chief joy, Þ h 
- Hebrew, it is, the head of my joy, the higheſt and chiefeſt of ay 
and;comfort, of all -my privat concerns and comforts, ; If I pre 
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the publick, good, of Church and State, to. the chiefeſt of thelſt*! 
me never haveany comfortable day any more, | L'B 
Fromthiswe may Jearn and Obſerve, that it is the duty of alÞu1d 


1) 
4 


will be the; pratice ofevery-good man ,, to prefer the publick 
and welfare of Church and State to. their own privat intereſt 


[3] 

the highe | - of nag pms _ the - my of the 

hat or God, inthe Text, 1f 7 preſer not Feruſalem above my chi 
y Logs then det wy. right hand. forget ter canning, Ere we do any fr 
ing g#6dooks northike preterrihng of Jerwfatew, toall our own privat con- 
vy taps and comforts, we:rather with we never have a joyful or mer« 
unn{day after, Jfwe prefer wot Jerwfulens above our chief joy, tee this en» 
 andyoed and prattifed:P/ul, 1:22.-ver. 6, 7. Pray forthe peace of Jeruſalem, 
bem prd{peribat love thee, for. my brevirenr ſake, 1 will now (4, 
bt withiw vhte. . Jorl 2, 15, £68 rhe priefis, the Lord's mind- 
nfs , weep beywixt the porch avil the ajtar, aud ſay, 5 pure thy people, 
ive Ba thy berctage #% «reproach. And Frr,51- 50, Remember 
rd afar »f, \mdl 1et Ferwſalewi come #159 your mind, O remem- 
sRate, we Will find this remper; and diſpoſition of heare, has 
| che'Saints of Godin all ages ; what an eminent height of it 
in Moſes, Sxod. 32.11, 12, 31, 32,after the ſin ofthe golden Calf, 
mn the Lord threatens to deſtroy the people , on that account, 
$het Zwd, remember Abrahaw, Face and Facob, the E- 
vrws 2411:[ay, thou bait browght rham ont for 4 miſchief, pardonthis 
le, 3 'n0t, but 208 1 pray thee, out of the book which thos haſt write 
9, What a height of a publick ſpirit was this £ and Nebemiad, 
: he had al! rhe honour :andeomforts , che Court could afford, 
wb. c42p,1 Yer hetafted and weeped, and took no comfort, ſolong 
, $Fersſatems watts lay in eobbiſh, formnch did this affeR his heart, 
the King conld -not burt-diſfcern it 'in his countenance , why art 
£ad, 1aidhe'? and here is the caufe, (ſayshe) The place of my 
4 Sepulchre, andvbe City of Feruſakem lies on heaps, See italſo in 
«ch. 9, arthe beginning,0 #448 iy head were waters, and my eyes 
Sntais of irars, that 1 might weep duy and ni _ the lain of the 
Sehter of my people, Arnd what a height of this frame, 'was in-the 
Apoſtle Paul, Rom, 9.1, I could even be content to be accurſed 
Chr ft for my kinſmen according to the flelh, Timewould failme, 
{e!| you, of P5/buz, Uriah and Devid, and of Daxicl, of Mordecat 
IB/ther, and -orhers of 'the Sainrs, in'former times 4 'but if we 
td ſearch the Scriptures, every where, we will find that the cons 
iokFton'ot 'Religion, of the Church of God and their Countrey, lay 
A a3 nearer 


nearer the Saints hearts , than their own particular, Their haſins 
trembled, when it was 1N danger; when it is reproached, it is a His ſt« 
den tothem. Itit bein diſtreſs, they mourn, they mown ior J« {i 
and Jeruſalem, Iiai 66, | O.- Rejoyce for Feruſalem, all ye that morl, 
wou'n for her, 1 Sam, 4.13. Elr's heart trembled for the ArStat 
God. Zephan, 3. 18, The reproach of her was a burden, And whord: 
in diſtreſs, how tervent 1n Prayer ace they? 7/al, 14, 7 0 thalalpe 
[alvation of God were come out. of Z:0n, when the Lord brin; at 2 
the captivity of his people, Jacob ſhall rejoyce, and Iſrael fall be gat ( 
And Pſi, 51, ver, 18, Do goodin thy good pleaſure to Zion, and bunbl: 
wp the walls of Ferwſalem, Plal, 25.22. Redeems Iſrael, O God, onþ 1d. 
all his troubles: And how refleſsare they in this? 1/4, £2. 1,6houſ 
They will give him no reſt, Hl he eſtabliſh" eruſalem, and makely Di 
praiſe 'inthe earih ; $0 you ſee the truth of the Doctiine, and t 
is good reaſon tor it, . | p 
Firit ', The honour: of: God is concerned-in it, more thanſit Se 
particular, and-this is the great thing -lyes+near every good miffih E: 
hearc, God's honour, -. | What wilt thou. do to (thy great. Nanſiwe 
- Howare they troubled in their hearts, when the Nameof God isÞn Si 
proached ?. : | | 
_  2y, Every particular perſon, is but-amember of the ſociety of Chaſrale 
and State, - and the part is tor the whole, and what is for the good, [ 
the Society, theirpgood is wrapt up inits they ſhould mind theggnov 
of the whole, more than their own privat concern z hence the Syteaſi 
reſembles the Church toa Body, Roms, 12. and 1 Cor, ch, 12, Ephſa wi 
Shewing, 1f ene member (uffer, all the reft ſuffer with it 3 (o thatalfſi an 
for the Bodies good, and all Gifts are given for the advancing,andn t] 
*fying of the Body, we' live-not to our ſelves, neither die we toflout 
ſelves, but for God, and ſerving him in the publick Good, this mghb' 
for the proot of the DotFrine, Þ ar 
For Application | might, 1/. Take occaſion to lament howlidflen!: 
of this publick Spirit is to be ſeen among us? Ah! ah ! There is mfſthe 
cer to renew that old Complaint, £411 ſeek their own things, but\. 
the things of Chriſt, Phil, 2,21, Which 1s contrair to thag Preceſworl 
I Cor, 10424, Seek not ev.ry one their own things, but every _ ofth 
#hi 
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| | (5 ., "oo | 
wins r of another, Alas ! too many like that old-fat Monk, of whom 
Fist9-1ed, that ſtroaking down his Breaſt and his Belly, ſaid, Mods 
c it bene, providing ic be well with himſelf , cared little how the 
Yorld went about himg ſo many carelittle how it go with Church 
'Scate, if it go well with their own particular  O | but this argues 
ſordid frame of heart, that if it go well with themſelves, and they 
vlper , they care little how ir goes with others about them, Alas! 
ac a ſhameful fin is this, and acauſe of much fin and wo , anda fin 
+ je ſeminally and cauſally tontains moſt of other fins, let, us be 
/Aanbled tor it, and afterward beware of this, and that ſhall be the 
ow 2d. Uje of Exhortation , and here 1 would . with all poſlible 
puſneſs commend two things to you.. 1//, Beware of a narrow 1c1- 
Diſpoſition. * 2/9. 1 commend. unto you,to labour for;a publick 
than of Spirit, that like theſe in the Text, ye may prefer Jeruſalem 
S$ve your chief Joy. 1ſt. Then beware of a ſelfiſh Diſpoſition , 
it Self be neither your Principle nor: End, I the rather urge this, 
nw} Earneſtneſs, becauſe Firſt I ſee this-a very common Sin,and yet a 
weare bardly convinced of, Firſt, Selfiſhnefs is the moſt com- 
| 8Þn Sin in the World, look either to Church or State, to Magi- 
Sis or Miniſters, to High or to Low, ye may diſcover mitch of the 
hagralent influence of Selfiſhneſs. This is matter of Lamentation, 
ood, I think it isa fad Truth, that every Man and Woman among 
egg now fince the Fall, is born witha Selfiſh inclination, and are 
caſily convinced of the finfulneſs of it. Becauſe God hath made 
| witha natural love to Self, and made it as a fundamental Prin- 
tale and Law of nature ; Therefore it is hard ro make us ſenſible, 
1d this love gets out of due ſubordination to the Love of God, 
toKout of that due correlation,to that Love. we ought to haveto our 
 mtghbour as our ſelves. This makes us we are not eafily convinced 
and ſo hardly recovered from it. Some areſo intent on Gain 
v ligtenlarging their Eſtates, without regard to Juſtice or Charity , 
s miſtheir defire were, that they may place themſelves alone on the 
wif. I. 5. 8. Others fo intent on their Honour , and rifing in 
ecegworld, that they care not though they riſe by the Blood and.Ru- 
ontofthem that ſtand in their way ; yea, ſuch is the Deceit of mens 
#hi hearcs 


of 
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'hearts in this matter, men-may prerend .the publick Good, wi 
| Self is at the bottom -of all. .Sottze will pretend chey are 

- Peace, Order, and publick-Good, when it is that they and rheits aj 

poſleſs rd ay —— _ _ ornetitnes f 

may pretend to the reforming ofAbuſcs:teRifying or preventite £ 

| mr Uo when Envy and Diſtontent;the caſting down —_ 1 
ſing up theinſtlves aReth them , yus, the honour of God mayſh 
pretended , whierithe exilcing bur ſetves-and our own Party bY : 
ſigned; Yea, Miniſters, they wateh not, may be led to pray Þr 
Self, and lei for Self, This then being 10 common a Sin, "Wat 
much need is there, toſtif up all of you, to watch againſt a (fra 
diſpoſition. ru 
213, 1 would the rather call to this becauſe,asit is a Common, ſe 
is a great and grievous Sin, a mother Sinz I may ſay a ſelfiſh Difyſc 
ſition is much of the cauſe of all the Sin in the World, it is dir@n 
oppoſiteto the love of6od above all,and to thelove of our Neighb4) 
as our Selves, which is the ſum of the Law, A man that is Selle 
can with no ſincerity pray, Thy will be done, thy Kingdow comeYyo 
heexalts his own Intereſt, more than Gods, and his own Will af 'F 
and againſt Gods : And this is the cauſe of much Iniquity in the by« 
and this being ſo great a Sin, and a mother Sin, O' hate it, andfhd, 
ware of it! | 

3h. This ſurely is a hurtful evil, hurtful to others, and hurtfh it 

our ſelves, it is an Enemy to aJl Societies being contrair to ther y 
of Societie, to wit, the common Good, for irfeeks mens privatnc 
above the common Good, And as it divides Intereſts,ſo it divide If. 
feqtions, and makes divifions in the Church and State ; This is confepy 
to the Diſpoſition and Temper that ſhould be in the membe 
Societie, who ſhould be all animat by a common Spirit. M1 f 
can be no promoting of publick Ends by a privat Selfiſh Spirit:ÞWe. 
cannot promot the publick good without a pablick Spirit. Thif2ly, 
which divideth all Societies; this occaſions all jealoufies berfm: 
King and People, all emulations between Neighbour and Neighbhys 
this occaftons diviſion in the State, andSchiſm in the Church;k w 
is a great cauſe of Warr and Confuſion, Fraud, and Oppreliſh; L 
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© Wd what a world of Miſchief woula Selfiſhnefsdo, if Grace and di- 
Providence did not put a ſtop to it ? 
ly, It is hurtful to our ſelves, men loſe themſelves, by ſeeking them 
,with the neglect of the Common good. Men by their Selfiſhneſs, 
y certainly loſe not only the peace of their own Mind, which they 
ht have by doing Good, and aiming at the Publick Good, but 
bf all others againft them 3 And when they divide Intereſts from all 
ray Wn, all men divide Intereſts from them, for this is their Principle, 
"Wt neglect of the Publick, is the way to be beſt preſerved, and the | 
; (frat Safety of their own particular. This is the ſure way fooliſhly 
Sruine all 3 Asif when a Houſe is in Fire, a man ſhould think it e- 
n; (Qwgh it has not ſerſed yer on my Chamber, or when a Ship is ſinking 
Difglook only to our Qwn Cabin and Goods, without care ta ſtop the 
dirf&wmon Lake, O let me bcſeech you to beware of this. 
gh 4h. Letme befeech you ( Dearly Beloved) labour for a Publick 
Selfne of Spirit, O 1mitat theſe Worthiesin the Text, prefer Jernſalew 
me; your Chief Joy,in your eſteem, Defire, and Endeavour, preter the 
1 alick-Good of Church and State, above all your privat Concerns, 
: Weſpye all your perſonal & privatComforts.Is not this a more excellent * 
andþd, than Self Intereſt, even the pleafing and gforifying of God 
tle promoting the Publick Good * © that I could prevajl with 
urtf in this, it would ſurely be your great Advantage, and'ſure if ci- 
theſfer ye regard the Honour of God, or your own true Intereft, you 
vatfnot ſay me nay, let me plead with you from theſe Reafons. . 
vida]. The Honour of God is concerned in it; It's more concerned in 
ofſepublick good of Church and Sate than in your own perſonal Con- 
bet. And O but the Honour of God lyes nigh to the heart of e- 
Wy one that loveth God; This is the end for which we were 
irit. (de. 
Thif2ly, Mind the Publick Good, more than your privat Intereſt, for 
det makes you like God and your Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Gad is al- 
ight&ys doing Good to the Evil and Unthankful. Chriſt Jeſus from 
rch;Þſe Womb, to the Grave, by his Dying and Suffering teaches -us 
preliſi Leffon, even to mind others, and the Publick Good, He pleaſed 
kimſelf, Rom, 15, 3+ Let the ſame Mind be therefore in you, which 
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(8) 1 
was in Chriſt Feſus, who made hin; f of no Reputatin, Phil 2.5, 
Who gave himlelt for the good of others , ard hnmbled himpel; 
Death, even the Death of the Croſi, v. 8. off 
3'y. O bu: the Advantage of this would be unſpeakable, ifall of A 
w-rebrought to this Temper, tomind the Publick Good, more thi 
vur own, O how amiable a Creature would Man be? ard w 
a blefled Condition would the World be in ! and all Socictics, Kit 
doms, Cities and Churches be in, if Sclf were denyed, and eve 
one minded the Common and Publick Good, avove their own priz 
and perſonal Intereſt ! This would prevent neglect of Durics, 
doing of hurt to others, there would not be ſuch a thing as Jo 
ſtice, and Ucharitableneſs among men, Emulation,Srife and Envy 

* no divided Lutereſt, and fo no divided AtteCQtion, no div ition int} 
State: N» Jealouſie between the Ruler and Ruled, if this were,” 
there were complication of Intereſts, there would be an Uniont 
Aﬀettions: As weſee in Husband and Wife, in Parents and Chi 
dren. This were a good Policie in States-men, and next to Piet 
towards God, which leadeth to the uniting people to God , andi& 

» favour with bim, wherein all our Happineſs ſtands 3 and indeed wh 
ever the world think of it, it is the greateſt Wiſdom and Poli 
N-xt [ Gay to this, the greateſt point of humane Policie for preſervalf 
on of Common» wealths andSocieties were,that the Governor and C 
verned have no divide1 Intereſt, ſo that the good or hurt of the of 
is the good or. hurt of the other, and there isno manner of hu 
that the ane of them ſhall thrive by the ruine of the other. Thy 
they would willingly take one another for better and for worſe, 
ſtand and fall together. : If the Politicians had the Skill and WT, 
to make ſuch a complication of Intereſts , betwixt Soveraign 
People, Ruler and Ruled, asthe Wellfare and hurt of the one mig, 
depend on the wellfare and hurt of the . other, and make ir viſih* 
that all might underſtand it 3 Certainly Kingdoms and Comm 
wealths, might be Immortal, till either the wrath of an offend" 
God,or the power of a Forraign Enemy ſhould diſſolve them, fornd 
thing within would doit, if Self did it not 3 and Self will not do 1 

whe 
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here there is ſuch Complication of-Intereſts, 0 then ſtudy to be de: 
d to Self, and to be of a publick frame of Spirit, 
42h. 'Conkder this would be each one of our particular Advantage, 
Tie good of your Families and Poſterity depends on the good of the 
Fublick, your own Honour is concerned in thiss Will you tell me, 
ich oftheſetwo were a more defirable Inſcription on a man's Tomb? 
lyes a man that for his Selfiſh ends, did his outmoſt to ruine both - 
> and State. Or here lies a Man that in all bis Conſultations aimed 
Publick Good : And beſide the Peace, it would miniſter tomens 
ſciences in Life and Death, our own temporal Peace and Wel- 
"eis wrapped up in'the Publick Good. O ! be like” Mordecai. Eſth.10. 
ſeeking allways the wealth of his People, And beware as Baruch. Jer. 
y 5. To ſeek great things for thy ſelf. 
"Wy, It wenegleR the Publick Good for our own particular Con- 
"Ins, Heathens will riſe up in Judgment againſt us and Condemn us, 
D what a love to their Country did they (hew ! I ſhall but give you 
Þ Inſtances out of Plutarch, (See Plutarch's Politicks,page 39, 40, in 
vo, ) the oneis of Cretinas the Magneſian and Hermias, betwixt 
om there was great Animoſity,but in the time of the Mithridatick 
'Þr, Cretinas ſays, let Hermias have the Government and [I ſhall re- 
Fe from the City, for I am afraid that Contention deftroy the 
monwealth; but if he willnot, let him leave the Country and 
rament 3 and Hermias accepts the Condition, and acknowledg- 
hat Cretinas was the more Warlike, and fit for the Government, 
removed himſelf and his Family. The other inſtance is of T7- 
(1 Clazomenins, an excellent man, yet becauſe he-did inhance all 
overnment, he contradted the Envy and Hatred of the People, 
; Mich he was ignorant till one day, as he paſſed by ſome Children, 
""BFhad catched a Bird in a Gin, and oneof them bruiſing the Birds 
WY, cruſhed its Brains, the reſt ſaid to him, we wiſh thou had ſo 
—4$the Head of Timeſias: the Children not knowing that Trmeſias 
_ aring them 3 bur he hearing them, began to conſider in bim- 
wo) hence the hatred of the People had ariſen, which was now 1n the 
Xt Cs of Children, and finding that his Government was unpleafing 
vÞ", immediatly he packs up all and reſolves to leave the City and 
B Coun» 
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Country. This ſays Plutarch is a ſaying worthy of a. noble Mi 
Amo liberos, ſed Patriam- magis amo. | lay, if we mind nat publick | 

Good, Heathens will riſe up againſt us, and Condemn us. Ye 
now ask, how fhall we attain to this frame of Spirit, and ſecondly, | 
what (hall we do for the Publick Good. 1ſt, What (hall I do toap| 
tain this publick frame of Spirit, that I may be of a temper, to preiy[ 4 
Jernſalem to my chief joy ? Firlt, I beſeech you, Sirs, meditat ſerioub{® 
y onthe Motives, [ layed before before you, at this time, until.yayſÞ 
get ſuitable Aﬀetions and Reſolutions raiſed in your Hearts, Cox 
deration is a chief Mean to this. ; 
2, Pray much. to Gad for this Frame, he is the Giver of all. goof” 
Gifts, he giveth liberally-and upbraideth not, J. 1. v.5, 17. ' F 
3. Labour for more love to God, and love to your Neighboungy 
if there were more Catholick Chariy, more ſincere love to God ab 
all, and more Charity to our Neighbours, it, would make ys to ſaff,* 
more the Publck Good, than qur own. | bn 
4. Eyethe Example of the Lord Jeſus, . and his Saints and Servant” 
Heb. 12, 1,2. Mind theſe things ſeripuſly, and (eck of Gad thatip®* 
would work themvin you. 4 
Next you may.ask, What ſhall we do for the Publick Good ? 
are ſome things, that even the meane(t, 1n their moſt privat C 
may do for the publick Good 3 other things more incumbent to, { 
Honourable Members of the High Court of Parliament, that they of”'** 
do for the publick Good, plee! 
x. Some things the meaneſt in their moſt privat Capacity mayf! #4* 
for the publick Good, The meaneſt of all may, 1. Pray forthe IF k ( 
lick, this is our Duty, P/al. 122, 6, Pray for the peace of Jernuſ 
peace be within thy walls and proſperity within thy palaces, pray fortif"* 
this is it thatall may do, and all ought to do, 1/u» 52» 6, 7. yt 
make mention of the Lord, and are the | pas remembrancers, give bl 
reſt, keep no ſilence, till he make Jeruſalem 4 praiſe on the earth. T* 
God only that ſhakes Kingdoms and Churches, and God only. caF*vr 
(tablifh Kingdoms and Churches, and he cannot only Stabliſhi] ho 
make them a Praiſe again upon the Earth. O ſeek him that he wſ-urt 
ſettle Church and. State again, and ſeek .it importunatly, the 
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| is weighty, and the time dangerous, and give himnoreft, heloves a 
d; boly Impudence and Importunity inthis, Lake 11. 8. 
2» 1 recommend to you, Labourtobe at peace with God, or elſe 
11s | Jour Prayers will comeno ſpeed, Job 22. 21. Acquaintthy ſelf with 
h| God, and be at peace, and ſo ſhall good come umo thee : O, 
#| peace with God quiets all, trarquiine Det ranquil.as ownia. Job 
"| 84+ 39-1f he give quietneſ;, who then can make trouble ? O therefore make 
**] zcace with God, this all of us ſhould endeavour after. 
JN" g- 1 recommend to you for the publick-Good, turn away every 
"one 'of you from that which may obſtcuR the publick Good, every 
one of you adds Fewel to the Fire, to the common Fire, Remem- 
> Mher co turn from your Provocations, your iniquities ſeparat between you 
and your God, your fins hides his face from you , a. 59. 2, your 
"y jiquities turns uway good things from you, Jer. 5. 25s Therefore turn 
Ls ivery onc of you from the evil of your way, away with Pride and 
> Sanity,away with Unrighteouneſs and Ungodlineſs, away with Fil- 
__ \\thineſs and Drukenneſs, with Injuſtice and Oppreſfion, and (o ini- 
nat WPity (hall nor be your ruine. 
4. 1 beſeech theſe in the moſt privat Capacity, Labour what ye can 
- 4, get theſe things that contribute for the Eſtabliſhing and Settlement 
bf Church and State 3 and what is that £ even Righteouſneſsand Ho- 
"3 fs ; Prov. 14. 34. Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, but ſin is a re- 
"  ſroach to any. people. Holineſs, Mercy and Truth, Righteouſneſs and 
"Y ÞeekneGs,Lvve,Charity and Juſtice, 16. 33. 6, Wiſdow and ftrength 
y the ſtabilit; of thy times ; and theſe are the thingsthat tends to pub. 
tick Good, and therefore leck afterthem 3 and above af! theſe things, 
ut 077 charity which 4: the bond of perfeFneſs, Col. 3: 14. Follow peace, 
ort$4 love all men, <ſpccially theſe of the Houſhold of Faith, 
| Now theſe things, perſons in the meaneſt Capacity may do. And 
-X would humbly offer in the next place, ſome things to the Honou- 
Members of the High Court of Parliament, . as more «ſpecially 
Jicumbent to them, in ſuch a Caſe as this. And if any fhould ask, 
1;(}h0 are you that ſhould give Advice to ſo high and honourable a 
Ne whourt. Thumbly ackwowledge my own meanneſs and unfienels for 
Wis Work, and would gladly bave declined it if I could, but .what- 
B 2 Ever 
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evermy meanneſs be, I am a de. of a great Maſter, before whe 
the greateſt on Earth are but as Graſhopersz and if I have Warry 
from him toſpeak, I muſt not forbear, for fear of you, leaſt he conf 
found me before. you, but I hope, I ſhall deliver nothing; but wh 
isagreeable to his Word, and with all due Humility. ! 

And 1ſt. I recommend to you to be at peace among your: ſelygfſi 
and ſtudy :to- unite in ſincere Aims and Endeayoi 
for the publick Good of Church and State. This is the great thi 
needful in this matter. It is ſtoried of —_— and Arifti 
the Athenians, when ſent upon a publick Work, they agreed wep 
notwithſtanding of any privat Animoſitie that was betwixt thenþt 
Come ſays «Ariftides, let us lay afide our Differences, and leave theyr 
upon the Borders of the Athenians, tho we ſhould be neceſlitat 
take them up again, when the Work is done. © lay afide Dj 
ferences, and remember our Saviour's word, Maith. 12. 25, Eve 
Kingdom divided againlt it ſelf, ſhall be brought to Deſolation ; tl 
is your Adverſaries great Strength, therefore take heed of thiszÞ 
think ProteFants, when Difference grows, ſhould be jealous, led 
the Church of Rowe have a Hand in this Matter, for Divide & I 
pera, is her Maxime. But ſurely to Unite in Common Good, ist 
great Duty of all. CY f 

The Second thing I recommend to you, O ſtudy by your E 
ample and Authority, to Diſgrace and Suppreſs all Debauchery aq1 
Impiety.in the. Countrie and Armies, remember that Word, 1 Sat 
2. 30. Him that honoureth me I will honour , and he. that deſpiſeh( 
awe ſhall. be lightly efteemed. Remember it, it's not enough to pr@#« 
fels a Zeal againſt Arbitrarinels in the State,or Popery in the Churdi 
if we continue by: Debauchery and Impiety to prophane our He 
Religion; .this is no leſs offenſive to God than Popery ; God expel 
from us reformation of our Hearts and Lives,that as we profeſs a maj 
Holy Religion than others, ſo we may lead more holy Lives, elſe wþ 
cannot expeR God will be with us;but our Sins will provoke God th 
repent of the Good he thought to have to done,and to return todo! 
evil after be has done us good, Fer.1$.10, &.joſp.23.15.0ur Sin will bf 
the greater, and the judgment the more hcavy,that it is after ſo wo 
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(13) | | 
rhonderful aRevolution:And noWiſdom or Strength will keep off Wrath, 
awe go on in Sin,Ezra.g.14. And there isnothing feareth me more 
 confhan that: Alaswe arenot reformed and become better, by-all that 
wh$0d bath done. I/a, 9. 13, 14. Beſtir your ſelves, noble Patriots, 

) ftudie by your own Fxample to diſgrace the hatefull Sins of 
ſelvefurſing and Swearing, of Filthinefs and Drunkennefs, of Pride and 
rourYſOppreſſion, and all Injuftice, and endeavour to ſuppreſs theſe and 
chlike Sins, as by a due Executionof Laws made, ſo by a Supplie 


« thir 
riſtidghere there is any defeCt of ſuch wholſome Laws. And I wiſha due 
4 welpre may be taken to ſuppreſs Debaucherie in the Army. rc isa 


t theeþmmon regrate- that too many in it, I ſpeak not of all, I know the 
7e thegntrair of ſome, but too many neither fear God nor regard Man, There 
fitat queed to look to it,that they be men of Skill & Fidelity, & not Impious, 
le Dir bow can they betrue to Man, who have no fear of God, the De- 
. Evequcheries of ſorhe, and the irregularities of others, doth much pre- 
n 3 thifice to the common Cauſe, and both ought to be reſtrained. Cers 
this zÞly it is a ſhame for thoſe, who ſtand up for a holy Religion, to be 
1s, legfling filthy lives, Curfing and Damming on the Streets, Drinking 
e & IfDcbauching,&c.I beſeech you reſtrain theſe.Surely at ſuch a time, 
d, is tie is nced both Peopleand Souldiers mind that word, Des. 23. 
4. When the hoit goeth forth again# the enemy, they keep thee far from 
rour By wicked thing, for the Lord thy God is among you: and if he ſee 
zery aqunclean thing among you, he will leave you to fall hefore your 
, I Sahmiesz this boly care were the way to Victory and Peace. P/al.8T. 
deſpiſhO thas my people had hearkened unto me, and [jrat] had walked in 
to prf4Y7e { ſhould have ſorn ſubdued their enenetes,. and turned my hand a- 
Churdf their adverſaries. The haters of the Lord ſhould have ſubmitted 
ur Holpelves to bim, but for them they ſhould have remained for ever, | 
{4 expet$ | would humbly offer this as my advice, go forward zealouſ- 
ſs a moſſin ſettling the Government of the Church of Chriſt,according tb 
, elſe wwn appointment. This is a choice mean to promote Piety,and 
eGodthpreſs Sin, I recommend to you that word of Artexerxes, Fzre 
todo $. Whatſoever is commanded by the God of Heaven, | it. be done dis 
n will bh for the houſe of the God of Heaven, for why ſhould wrath come from 
rſo w dof Heauen upon the Realm of the King and his Song,” 1*can- 
der not 


(14 ) 
not-but commend you, and bl.ſs the Lord, that with ſo mnch 
and Harmony you have gone ſome fooiſteps already, go on, and 
Lord be with you, and let none give way to tbeſe prejudices,w} 
"with ſome endeavour to poſſeſs mens minds, againſt Presbyteriall 
vernment, as an intollerable yoke and rigid, as ſome Pampbletgr | 
paſſing would repreſent it 3 for if you give way to luch, ye 
caſt at the Chriſtian Religionere long, for it hath been evil 
of by the Adverſaries 3 and tho there ought to be a due zral ag 
Error and Vice, yet lam confident there ſhall be that due mod 
tion, which the Goſpel preſcribes, uſed toward all that are Piowſ þ 
Orthodox, that ſhall be ſatisfying and plealing to every one&f 
loveth truth and holineſs : Neither I beſeech you impute they, 
gular practices of ſome unto the Principles of the whole Pariyghat 
theſe things wedo diſown. I am forry tor the {i fferings of any; 
any had deſigned a repreſentation of their ſuffering,l wiſh it had 
ed that Gall and Venome againſt the Civil (Zoverrment, whergye( 
ſome Pamphlets are filled, and that there had been mare : 
Ingenuity, and Honeſty, uſed in relaring.marters of Fa, then 
of which perhaps may occaſgon ſuch a fearch as may diſcover, thakild: 
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dufferings of ſome, has been rather the eff of their own (canddy þ 
ſins, chan of others hands : And tho I have a.great Charity to ally! re 
arePious and found in the Principal [Doctrines of the Faith, thof4nd 


differ inlefſer thingsz yet 1 muſt crave leave freely to profeſsbng 
this great Auditory, thatere | did intrude my ſclf, or conſent © anc 
obtruded on an unwilling people (as it was 'in moſt places oh, \ 
Weft)) I had rather beg my Fraupht to have carried me over tofles,: 
Fica, to Preach to a willing People : And it 1s an old Canon the dt 
Church, Newer invitns obtrudatar, b. 2 
- 4+ As | beſeech you to advance Holineſs toward God, ſo efmpl, 
vour to promove R jghteouſneſs toward man, that in all Cour th 
Judicature, there may be ſuch Judges as are mentioned, Exod, iÞ1; 7 
Afen fearing God,loving truth and hating covetouſneſs ; and chargthky, 
as Dent, 1, 16, 17. That fuch judge righteouſly between man and wtAccc 
haveno rejpet# of perſons i Judgment, for they judge for the [ « 
provide, as-much as in you lyeth, that 'there-be no partiali 
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h ting, nor delay of Juſtice, but that Judgment may run down 
andþ a $ire;:m,. and Rigtireoufneſs like a mighty Kiver: | 
,whg, 1 hymbly .beſe-ch you of that Honourable Court, confider 
riallGgc-you may, do for the peace igd' (afery of the Countreyy "its caſe, 
letsngy be better knawn ta many of yau,than, to me z yet I muſterave. 
Ye Gre to regreſent. unto you the eaſc,eſpecially of forme I 
| arerayaged and ſpoiled with ſome barvarous Highlanders, an 
| agfers burdened with free Quarter, for, want of aps of the Army, 
med the ex yes df. the. poor cry for. your pity. and call for eo 
10Wh help. Ye that ſcrtled the Government , wil! ye not uphold it 
one ſtudy the ſafety of the Countrey under it'? If his ruine fall'un- 
the&your hand, it may ruine Poſterity, ruine Religion, and prove a 
r$fat grief of heart to you, that are wanting of doing your duty, 
Ny, bile it 15 in the power of your band to doit, Eccl 9g. 10, I preſume not 
ad Wyreſcribe Methods to you, but humbly plead the Cauſe of the di- 
heteheſt, and that ye would confider the danger we are in. 
| l recommend to you the care of the Education of Youth, the Vi- 
theg and Reforming of Schools and Colledges, and the caſe of the - 
, taildren of ſome Great Ones now abroad, at Popiſh Schools, . It 
andgy be worth your Conſideration, what may be done, to recover - 
d alld reduce them, and to prevent the like intime coming. 
thefdnd laſtly, Study to promove Peace in the Nation, of Unity a» 
els ng your ſelves, and Charity among all : Mind theſe things ſeriouſ- 
ent & and with theſe two Qualifications I leave them. 
es tr, What ye do in thele things, do it fincerely, from right Prin- 
r toles,as ye would approveyour (clvesto God; for tho ye dogood, 
on the do it not ina right manne?, you loſe your reward of him, Ez- 
&. 2. I read of ſome, when the people were going to build the 
ſo eaple, ſaid, Come, /et ws build with you, and yet defigned but to 
outfrr the work , God forvid ti) r there b« any ſach among you: . 7 
d.tÞ1. Time is precious, and what ye do, do diligently an! without 
argtay, Eccl. 9, 10, Doit with all yowr might : Remember you- muſt 
| wAccountable ere long to Go4, ior every Opportunity pur in your 
miand., Not only will God ceckon with you -tor thee i] you do, but 
ligthe Good ye might have done, and did it avc; Aad therefore as ye 
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would not haveFtief in your Heart , for tiegle& of it] at Deathj 
Judgment, improve Seaſons and Opportunities for doing goody}? 
leave one Word with you, E#b, 4- 13,14. It is Mordeca?s Word 
AC, Mordecat commanded to anſwer Z/ther, Think not with 


jeirst 0» ſhalt eſcape inthe king*s howſe,more than all the Fews z, fa 
8how altogether hold thy Peace at this time, then ſhall there Enlay 
ment and Deliverance ariſe to the Fews from apother place, but | 
and thy fathers houſe ſhall be deſtroyed and who knoweth, whether F 
art cdme to the kingdoms for - 4 time as this, God bleſs what 
becn.ſpoken, and co Wim be Glory for ever, Ames, © / 
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